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Ongoing Educational Opportunities for Homeschoolers 
 
Frequently the Home Study Office receives requests from groups offering opportunities for 
Vermont students, but these groups have no centralized way to reach homeschoolers. This 
section will provide current information about various educational, recreational or other 
interesting opportunities available to home study students. As event deadlines pass, the 
information will be removed from this document and the document reposted. 
 
These links are provided by the Vermont Department of Education as a resource only. Unless 
specifically stated, the inclusion of such links does not imply endorsement or support of 
information, products or services offered by an organization other than the Vermont 
Department of Education.  NOTE: Any links provided will take you off the department’s Web 
site.  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
POETRY CONTEST FOR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS & SENIORS (Received 4/3/09) 
 
The St. Johnsbury Athenaeum is again sponsoring a statewide poetry contest for high school 
juniors and seniors.  Last year we had entries from  all over Vermont and are hoping this year to 
have even more.  The winning poet wins a cash prize of $150 and a chance to  read their poem at 
one of the Athenaeum's summer poetry readings as part of the Readings in the Gallery Series. In 
addition there are two Honorary  Mention winners who receive $50 each.  The quality of the 
work last year was very high and this year's judge, poet Jody Gladding, will certainly have her 
work cut out to choose the winners. We invite home school juniors and seniors to consider 
entering a poem in our contest. Any questions give us a call at the Athenaeum: (802) 748-8291 
ext. 301. Contact information: Lisa von Kann, Library Director, St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, 
1171 Main Street, St. Johnsbury VT 05819. 
 
 
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation  (Received: 3/19/09   Expiration: 4/9/09)  
 
Subject: March Tips for Juniors and Seniors   
 
 NOW LIVE at www.vsac.org — Online college planning roadmaps for juniors & seniors. Go to  
                                                       www.vsacroadmaps.org. 
 
 JUNIORS  

• Register for College Pathways, a day of free college planning workshops (with lunch) at 
your choice of  three different campuses:  

                   Castleton State College, March 28 
                   Lyndon State College, April 4 
                   Sign up now at www.vsac.org/pathways because workshops fill up quickly.                 

• VSAC will be at the regional college fairs April 6–9. Visit www.vsac.org/collegefairs 
for: 

                   – the schedule of fairs around the state 
                   – questions to ask college representatives 

– ways to prepare for the event    
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 SENIORS 
• Have 2008 tax returns been completed? Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to update your FAFSA 

and resubmit with the final information.  
• Have your financial circumstances changed since you submitted your FAFSA? Contact:  

                  – the colleges listed on your FAFSA (the change may affect their financial aid offers) 
– VSAC at 800-798-8722 (the change may affect your grant application) 

 
Our goal is to help support efforts to increase college aspiration and continuation. Please let us 
know what would be most helpful for you. E-mail Kristi Rocheleau (rocheleau@vsac.org)with 
feedback or requests.  
  
Kristi Rocheleau VSAC Marketing and Information Services 
Rocheleau@vsac.org,  
802.654.3770 x212 
  
Civil Air Patrol   (Received Date: 12/10/09     Expiration: Informational) 
 
A nonprofit volunteer auxiliary of the United States Air Force, the Civil Air Patrol was organized 
by legendary New Jersey aviation advocate Gill Robb Wilson, who foresaw aviation's potential 
to supplement America's military operations. With the help of New York Mayor Fiorello La 
Guardia, the Civil Air Patrol was established on December 1, 1941, a few days before the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Today, the organization's mission is three-fold: "to meet civil 
emergencies, to encourage aerospace education of the general public, and to motivate young men 
and women to ideals of leadership and service through aerospace education and training." 
 
The CAP's cadet program encourages discipline and instills leadership, academic excellence, 
aerospace education, physical fitness, and moral leadership. The organization offers more than 
$200,000 in college scholarships each year, and approximately 10 percent of the yearly freshman 
class at the US Air Force Academy is composed of former CAP cadets.Individuals become 
eligible to join the cadet program when they turn 12, and they may continue to participate until 
they are 21, when they may join the CAP as adult members. 
 
Civil Air Patrol cadets have an advantage over their peers because of the wealth of knowledge 
they have gained. If CAP cadets desire to pursue a career in the military they may enlist at a 
higher pay grade. 
 
Thousands of young people have their first flight in an aircraft through the cadet program, and 
hundreds have soloed in gliders and powered aircraft. 
Cadets may learn techniques for search and rescue and disaster relief. They may sample possible 
career choices by studying with a university engineering or technology department.  
 
Some of our upcoming activities include a Winter Survival Training weekend and model 
rocketry!   
 
The Central Vermont Civil Air Patrol unit is the Capital Composite Squadron and meets every 
Tuesday at 6pm until 8:30pm at the Knapp Airport in Berlin (2081 Airport Road).  For more 
information contact the Squadron at (802) 223-5193 or capitalcomposite@yahoo.com. 
 


